
KANSAS STORY TELLING FESTIVAL 

TALL TALE PRELIMINARY COMPETITIONS

In the fall of 2025, the Kansas Storytelling Festival Committee intends to increase Tall Tales Preliminary 
Competitions to three locations in Kansas. The goal is to: 1) Increase the pool of Tall Tale competitors; 
2) Promote the Kansas Storytelling Festival to more people in population centers; and 3) To make the 
competition more accessible with locations in various parts of the state.

The Tall Tales Preliminary Competitions will be held in Downs, Northeast Kansas (Tonganoxie area), 
and Wichita. Thankfully, individuals and organizations have stepped up and agreed to organize and 
host preliminary competitions in/near Tonganoxie and in Wichita. Downs will continue to host the 
third competition.

All preliminary competitions will follow the same requirements and format to ensure fairness and 
quality of Tall Tale finalists who will perform at the Kansas Storytelling Festival.

NUMBER OF FINALISTS:
The Tall Tales Finals, held at the Kansas Storytelling Festival in April will have four (4) competitors. 

- One finalist will be selected from the Northeast Kansas preliminary.
- One finalist will be selected from the Wichita preliminary, and 
- Two finalists will be selected from the Downs preliminary.

Unsuccessful competitors at one preliminary are eligible to re-enter any of the future events. 

WHEN AND WHERE:
Preliminary events will normally be held in September or October. 

- The Downs preliminary will be the FINAL event held on the second or third Saturday of October.
- Dates and times of all preliminaries will be approved by the KS Storytelling Festival Committee.
- Wichita and Northeast Kansas events will not be held on the same day.
- Additional storytelling activities may occur at the events but will give ample time for the Tall 

Tales competition.
Location of the preliminary events is at the discretion of the host organization but will be free and 
open to the public and at a location suitable for the audience.
The official location of the Kansas Storytelling Festival is Downs, Kansas.

RULES AND REQUIREMENTS:
The Tall Tales preliminaries and finals will follow the same rules and requirements. 
 Materials (individual handouts) are included at the end of this package as follows:

- What is a Tall Tale
- Tall Tale Competition Rules
- Tall Tales Scoring Categories
- Tall Tales Judging Form



 Judging at Preliminaries: There will be Four (4) Judges at Preliminary Competitions
- The Kansas Storytelling Festival Committee will provide 2 Judges
- The event host will provide 2 Judges (if not, the Committee will provide additional)
- All judges will be thoroughly briefed and prepared.
- Judging will follow Tall Tales Scoring Categories.
- Competitions will use the Tall Tales Judging Form.

 The Event Host will provide a Timekeeper with display cards visible to contestants only.

ADVERTISEMENT/PUBLICITY:
The Kansas Storytelling Festival Committee will advertise/publicize all Tall Tales preliminary events on 
its website and Facebook page and any other methods that will promote the events.
The event Hosts will advertise/publicize the preliminary event locally and through any other methods 
that will promote the event.

KANSAS STORYTELLING FESTIVAL 

WHAT IS A TALL TALE ?

 A tall tale is a story based on a fact, or facts, and filled with unbelievable elements told as if they 
were true and factual.  This competition stresses originality and not a rehash of a time worn joke 
expounded upon.

 A tall tale is a unique form of American Story Telling in which the narrator usually has a part in the 
story. 

 A tall tale is usually humorous and good natured with a fact so exaggerated it consumes the story.

 A tall tale may contain a larger than life character with a specific task or a problem to solve in a 
humorous or outrageous way.  

 A tall tale uses exaggerated detail describing things larger than they really are.  

 A tall tale may include characters using everyday language, who are based on real people or a 
composite of people.

 A tall tale has just enough truth to make a good story and to incite the imagination to improve on 
actual happenings.   Improving on actual happenings rather than outright lying, is the distinguishing 
feature of a tall tale.



KANSAS STORY TELLING FESTIVAL

RULES FOR THE TALL TALE COMPETITION

◦ The time limit for the Kansas Story Telling Festival Tall Tale competition is five (5) to 
seven (7) minutes.

◦ There are no age restrictions for the competition.

◦ Professional storytellers are not eligible to compete.

◦ The judges and audience opinions are both considered in the
final results.

◦ After the contest, overall scores and judge's critiques will be
presented or mailed to each contestant.



KANSAS STORY TELLING FESTIVAL

SCORING A TALL TALE

TIME LIMIT 5 TO 7 MINUTES
( 5 points a minute deducted after 7.5 and before 4 minutes )

A.  CREATIVITY  -  40 points
How original is it?

B.  STRUCTURE OF STORY – 20 points
Are characters developed?
Is there a beginning, middle, and an end?
Are they consistent and connected?
Use of other competitors in a story will be discounted 10 points.

C.  USE OF VOCABULARY  -  15 points
Can you see the picture in your mind?
Imagery?

D.  GESTURES  -  5 points
How are they used and are they appropriate?

E.  STAGE PRESENCE  -  10 points
Is the speaker at ease on stage?

(comfort level)
Is the speaker showing professionalism?

F.  AUDIENCE PARTICIPATION  -  10 points
Does the speaker connect with the audience?
Does the audience respond to the speaker?
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